Mandela Day and Education

Six Ideas to Step In! 

	It is an important time for education.  Despite our intentions, the majority of our children do not have access to a dignified education.  It is time.  We suggest SIX IDEAS to make a difference in early education on Mandela Day...
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Idea 1:  Create Safe and Cheery Schools

Idea 2:  Make and Collect Educational Toys

Idea 3:  Give Your Favourite Children’s Storybook

Idea 4:  Read Together!!

Idea 5:  Tell a Story!!

Idea 6:  Support Children’s Play

Use Mandela Day to make a difference in education...

And then... 

MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY!
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Justice in education in our lifetime...
Share your thoughts and stories about Mandela Day in education:  www.mandelainstitute.org.za

Read Together

	The Call:  Many children do not have joyful experiences of books and stories.  Read with and to children.  Bring together people in your community to support reading clubs!!
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We all need to have joyful experiences with books.  
We need to see the people we love reading and enjoying books.  

If we do not, we are unlikely to love reading.

One of the most important things we can do to support our children is to read together!  

Use Mandela Day to read with and to children!

And then... 
MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY!
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Justice in education in our lifetime...

	Some Ideas About Reading Together
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Read to Groups of Children:  Read a favourite story book to a group of children.  Encourage children to examine the cover of the book and the title.  Allow children to wonder about the book.  As you read, allow children to engage with the story.  Ask them, ‘what do you think is going to happen next?’  Discuss the book with the children at the end.  What have they learned from the story?  What do they like or not like?  If a character has faced a problem or challenge, what would they have done differently if it was them?

Encourage a Child to Read to You:  Choose a book that a child can read.  If s/he struggles, support her in sounding out and learning new words.  Do not be overly critical – allow a child to feel the fun of reading, even as they are still learning.
Read to a Child:  Reading with children one-on-one is very powerful.  Your can read a story that a child may not be able to read on her own.  It allows a child to learn new words and experience new things, and bond with you through the joy of reading.

Read for Yourself:  One of the important things we can do for children is to read for ourselves!!  When children see us as adults reading, they become more interested in reading.  When children can feel that parents, teachers and other role models are reading for themselves, they become more interested in reading for themselves!
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Give Your Favourite Children’s Storybook
	The Call:  Most crèches and classrooms do not have enough story books – books that make reading and listening fun.  Donate your favourite children’s story books.  It is especially important to provide books in children’s mother tongue.
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Children need to be surrounded by books.  In communities that have less access to text, children need to be surrounded by even more books.  
In order to give all children a chance, we must ‘drown’ children with interesting and joyful books!

Do not donate any book. Many children still have a fragile relationship with reading. Donate a book that you know children will really enjoy.

Language matters.  Young children need to have access to story books in their mother tongue.
Use Mandela Day to donate your favourite story book to a local crèche or school...  And then... 

MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY!
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Justice in education in our lifetime...
Write a Book

	The Call:  Write a book and donate it to a child, a crèche or a local school.  
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We need to drown children with interesting books.  

There are not enough books that reflect all of our stories...  
There are not enough books written in all of our languages.  
Write a book and give it to a child or a school.  
We can all write books!

It is simpler than you think!!
Becoming an author takes creativity and discipline.  Writing a book is a contribution to our future!  We encourage all young people who enjoy writing to work toward publishing a book!
In the meantime we can all write and donate simple books.  Take two A4 blank pages.  Think of a simple story that can be written in 8 pages.  Write your story and draw pictures.  Give the book to a child or crèche.  Read the book with and to children!
Make and donate a book on Mandela Day.  And then... 
MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY!
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Justice in education in our lifetime...

