Read Together

	The Call:  Many children do not have joyful experiences of books and stories.  Read with and to children.  Bring together people in your community to support reading clubs!!
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We all need to have joyful experiences with books.  

We need to see the people we love reading and enjoying books.  

If we do not, we are unlikely to love reading.

One of the most important things we can do to support our children is to read together!  

Use Mandela Day to read with and to children!

And then... 
MAKE EVERY DAY A MANDELA DAY!
	Some Ideas About Reading Together
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Read to Groups of Children:  Read a favourite story book to a group of children.  Encourage children to examine the cover of the book and the title.  Allow children to wonder about the book.  As you read, allow children to engage with the story.  Ask them, ‘what do you think is going to happen next?’  Discuss the book with the children at the end.  What have they learned from the story?  What do they like or not like?  If a character has faced a problem or challenge, what would they have done differently if it was them?

Encourage a Child to Read to You:  Choose a book that a child can read.  If s/he struggles, support her in sounding out and learning new words.  Do not be overly critical – allow a child to feel the fun of reading, even as they are still learning.

Read to a Child:  Reading with children one-on-one is very powerful.  Your can read a story that a child may not be able to read on her own.  It allows a child to learn new words and experience new things, and bond with you through the joy of reading.

Read for Yourself:  One of the important things we can do for children is to read for ourselves!!  When children see us as adults reading, they become more interested in reading.  When children can feel that parents, teachers and other role models are reading for themselves, they become more interested in reading for themselves!
